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any necessity for honest thinkers to screen their
doctrines behind the name of Esoteric Religion.
If religion is to become esoteric in order to be
allowed to live, as it often is with us, what is the
use of it ? Why should religious convictions ever
fear the light of day ? And, what is even more
creditable to the ancient believers and philoso-
phers of India, they never, in the exalted position
which was allowed to them on account of their
superior knowledge and sanctity, looked down
with disdain on those who had not yet risen to
their own height. They recognised the previous
stages of submissive studentship and active citizen-
ship as essential steps towards the freedom which
they themselves enjoyed; nay, they admitted no
one to their companionship who had nofr passed
through these stages of passive obedience and
practical usefulness. Three things they preached
to them as with a voice of thunder: Daniyata,
Subdue yourselves, subdue the passions of the
senses, of pride and selfwill; Datta, Give, be
liberal and charitable to your neighbours; and Da-
yadhvarn, Have pity on those who deserve your
pity, or, as we should say, ' Love your neighbours